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Fiberglass Dash Installation 
 
    The actual installation of the new fiberglass dash is rather simple. 
Once the factory dash pad is removed, you will be placing the fiberglass 
dash on TOP of the old cluster housing. The outer edge of the new dash 
is designed to slide up against the windshield and the defroster vent 
openings will line up with the factory defroster vents. There will be 3 or 4 
holes already drilled into the fiberglass dash that should line up with the 
mounting holes on the factory firewall tabs. Using the same long screws 
that you took out of the padded factory dashpad, use those screws in the 
new fiberglass dash to secure your dash to the firewall mounting tabs.  
 
   NOTE: CAUTION! You MUST be very careful when screwing the 
screws into the defroster vent as to NOT drop the screws down into the 
defroster. Should you drop any of the screws, it will damage the defroster 
the next time you use it as the screws will jam the defroster fan blades. If 
you drop the screws down into the defroster, it will require the extraction 
of the screws by either dismantling the entire cluster assembly, or the 
removal of the windshield to get down into the defroster.  
 
Once your new dash is mounted on top of the cluster housing, no further 
attachment will be necessary, as the dash is well balanced and the only 
other optional item that you may want for cosmetic element would be the 
armrest console which ever-so-slightly gives front support to the dash and 
keeps the lower tv section from any slight up and down movement during 
hard driving. 
 
It is advised that before you tighten down the dash, you crawl under the 
dash and make any connections you need such as vox display ribbon 
connections, speed signal wire connection, odometer cable connection, etc. 
Once the dash is tightened down, room under the dash is very tight and not 
easy to move around with. 
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Additional Troubleshooting

    Your new digital electronics are a precision designed system, to monitor and readout various signals within your 

cars dash cluster. Because the older cars were not very well designed with regards to electrical interference, new 

digital signals are prone to the “noisy” electrical environment that is so common on 20-year-old cars. In dealing 

with cars t hat are 20 years or older, natural oxidation on ground screws, as well as loose or corroded connections 

throughout the car, make electronic problems common unless the car has had a “frame-off” restoration. And most 

people don’t go thru that expense. 

    Also introducing electronic noise into the cars already noisy environment, are today’s newer and more powerful 

sound and stereo systems that are usually so big and powerful, they are mounted into the trunk with additional 

power supplies and cooling. These high power systems all contribute additional static and noise on the cars ground, 

or chassis ground, side. And digital instruments are not normally filtered on the ground side of their design. So you 

now have static, electronic pulses, high RF ( radio frequencies ) and other electronic trash invading the digital 

clusters circuitry. Here are some more common issues that you may or may not see and their potential remedies; 

Fuel level unsteady. This is caused by the black fuel ground wire NOT being tied to a good clean ground 

screw. Your fuel gauge is very sensitive and if the ground wire is not connected to a zero voltage level, 

chassis ground, then it will read above normal levels, or fluctuate unnecessarily. Always make a new drill 

hole close to the main driver board and make sure you have a good CLEAN grounding point for your fuel 

gauge.

Oil or water temp gauge unsteady or not working: This usually is caused by either one of three possible 

conditions; the original OEM sending unit is not as accurate enough and was just giving out a signal that 

the old mechanical gauge could read, but barely. Or the clips in the cluster housing are oxidized and need 

burnishing with steel wool on the film-Mylar side of the cluster, which is the backside. Or the wiring 

between the sending unit and the cluster is cracked and/or broken. 

NOTE: The original mechanical gauges are notoriously inaccurate, as they are nowhere near as precision 

made as the new gauges. They were not as prone to ambient electrical noise as today’s clusters. Example; 

how many times did you fill up your fuel tank and drive for days and it never moved, then one day you 

noticed it bottom out and start reading the real level? 

Tach reading not tracking properly: Possible causes are that your electronics were calibrated for the wrong 

version engine, say you have a V-6 and the gauges were calibrated for a V-8.  Or vice versa. OR, the wiring 

from your distributor cap has corrosion or oxidation on any number of contact points. 

Speed digit fluctuating off of zero when sitting still: This is a common problem within older cars again 

because of massive issues with ground loops and/or electronic noise coming down the ground/chassis from 

other sources. The electronics are designed to filter out as much noise as possible, but if you have a car that 

has been out in the weather and has a lot of 20 year old corrosion or oxidation, then your going to have 

some slight zero bounce due to an unsteady ground level. 

Odometer resetting to zero: There is only ONE cause for this problem, and it all relates back to a ground 

loop issue. That is, any number of high current items, such as headlights, brake lights, power antenna, 

headlight motors, etc, have corrosion or oxidation on the grounding straps and there is some slight current 

leakage going onto the ground side of the car. These power spikes go down the chassis ground and because 

the odometer circuit ground is not fused, it will see this spike a reset the readouts to zero. The only solution 

is to isolate which high-current item makes your odometer digits reset and troubleshoot that circuits ground 

clips and clean, burnish and re-apply the ground screw to a new-clean, ground hole.
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